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PSALM XLV. 
By Rev. Professor Thos. Hill Rich, 

Cobb Divinity School, Lewiston, Me. 

I. An Interpretation of the Psalm. 

There are those who see in this psalm, only the epithala- 
mium of an earthly king. But if a secular song, why should 
it be entrusted to the leader of Temple music? and if it 
were such, then neither its composition, nor its execution 
would befit Korahites, whose singing was consecrated to the 
worship of Jehovah. Besides " Maskil" tells of pious consid- 
eration; and the "delights" which the song rehearses, are by 
the original stamped with holiness. 

Its extended heading suggests that the song is of deep im- 
port. 

That it has a place among the psalms, that tradition refers 
it to Messiah, that proof of Messiah's dignity is hence derived 
by the epistle to the Hebrews, and that expressions in the 
song, if addressed to a mortal king, would be gross flattery 
— all point to him, whose coronation, and priesthood, and all- 
prevailing dominion, David celebrates in psalms 2 and no. 

Here is sung, by one familiar with the doings and splendor 
of Solomon's court, the marriage of the peerless king Mes- 
siah — ' ' the holy and divine union of Christ with the Church ! " 

The following is the sacred singer's course of thought. 

Verse 1 . He says, that like water from a fountain, there 
wells from his heart matter for rich discourse; and as he 
fashions it, his constant thought is : " My work (my creation) 
is in honor of a great king ! " That he may give expression 
to his full heart, he asks that words may flow from his tongue 
— freely, as from the reed of a skillful scribe. 

Verse 2. The beauty of this king he extols, as beyond 
human comparison! his speech as having surpassing sweet- 
ness ! [Corporeal beauty cannot be here in mind, for that is 
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perishable; but spiritual beauty, and gracious lips (compare 
Luke 4: 23.) tell of God's enduring blessing — perceived to be 
upon this king.] 

Verses 3 and 4. To this king so fair and gracious, there 
also belongs prowess ; by reason of which the poet invokes 
him to take to himself his sword — his irresistible glory, and 
thus equipped to go forth to victory in behalf of sincere men, 
suffering wrongfully. He predicts that in such expedition, 
the king's right hand will be sure to perform — will as it were, 
guide him to — stupendous deeds ! 

Verse 5 . To the seer, his petition has even now fulfilment ; 
for to his eye the king is present, with sharpened arrows, 
(ready for immediate use). But before the seer has well 
noted, they have sped — yonder whole nations are falling, are 
prostrate beneath the conqueror's chariot ! for lo, those fatal 
arrows have pierced their heart ! 

The king's enemies slain, the time is fit to speak of the 
stability of his throne, and the seer honoring him as Divine 
declares, 

Verse 6, that the king's rule is — everlasting! Not only 
are there now none from without to disturb his rule, but 
within it is strong, by reason of his care for the lowly, by his 
incorruptible dealing with the proud oppressor, by his uni- 
form justice — all implied in his sceptre of equity (compare Is. 
11: 4). 

Verse 7. Even all along in the past the king has cleaved 
to the right, and consequently abhorred that which is evil. 
(The past tense of the Revision is in accord with the LXX., 
the Vulgate, and English versions before 161 1.) 

This steadfast doing implies effort, self-denial — merit, to 
which has now come reward and a festal day, whereon the 
king receives from his God an anointing, that bestows upon 
him unparalleled felicity ! 

Verse 8. Anointing calls to mind the "precious oint- 
ment " used for that purpose. It has run down to the king's 
robes (compare Ps. 133,) and so filled them with fragrance, 
that its spices seem to be their very warp and woof. [Per- 
fumes are greatly esteemed by the orientals.] 

Glad in heart, and in glad raiment, the king comes to 
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splendid palaces (the plural of grandeur) where only gladness 
greets him. 

Verse 9. Princesses here do him honor; and lo! one in 
array so dazzling, that it seems of simple, purest gold, has 
place at the king's right hand — the place of queen ! 

Verses 10, 11, 12, Of this bride, come to such exaltation, 
the seer implores an earnest hearing ; and with allusion to 
the law of marriage (Gen. 2 : 24), and to the calling of Abra- 
ham (Gen. 12 : 1), he exhorts her to entire devotion to the 
king, lest otherwise she repel his ardent affection for her. 
That he is lord tells of superior worth, and right to be hon- 
ored and loved ; and she should therefore give him loving 
reverence. If she does so, honor will come to her, and the 
mightiest and richest will bow before her face. 

Verse 13. And now, a time having elapsed since her be- 
trothal, this daughter of a king, in gorgeous apparel, awaits 
in her father's palace the coming of the king, her bride- 
groom, to take her for his wife, and to the home that he has 
prepared for her. 

Verse 14. The bridegroom approaches. ( 1. Maccabees 
9 : 37-40, shows that the bridegroom did not always come all 
the way, but that the bridal party went out to meet him.) 
With pomp they lead forth the bride to meet him, spreading 
tapestries in the way for her to tread upon. The princesses 
spoken of above, are her associates, and follow in her train. 
They like her are brought unto the king. (That is, to be his 
brides. Which shows that the language is figurative. For 
while Solomon and other kings married many wives, they 
married them one by one.) 

Verse 15. The procession moves on with glad music and 
demonstrations of joy, until at length it enters the palace of 
the royal bridegroom, and the marriage feast begins. (Com- 
pare Rev. 19; 7-9.) 

Verse 16. The seer addressing the bridegroom, predicts 
from this marriage a glorious offspring, to become princes 
over the king's world-wide domain ! 

Verse 17. The seer is determined to celebrate this king 
in all the generations to come ! (Perhaps he sees that his in- 
spired song will live, even as it has done. Or perhaps he 
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speaks as a member of the living church of God.) The seer 
is confident that the excellencies of king Messiah, being de- 
clared, men will confess his worth, and give thanks to him 
for his benefits — forevermore ! 



II. A Free Rendering of the Psalm. 

To the Chief Musician. Set to (the melody) "Lilies." By the Sons of 
Korah. A Maskil. A Songof Delights. 

My heart is overflowing with a goodly theme ! 
Unto myself I say : 
" My work respects — a king!" 
My tongue, be pen of writer apt. 

Far fairer thou than sons of men ! 

Grace into thy lips is poured — 

Token that God has blessed thee evermore ! 

Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O Mighty One ! — 
Thy splendor and thy majesty ; 
Yea, with thy majesty girt round, 

Ride prosperously forth, 
For sake of truth, and right oppressed ; 
And deeds that awe, let thy right hand point out to thee ! 
Thine arrows, they are sharp — 
Lo ! peoples underneath thee fall — 
In heart of them who hate the king. 

Thy throne, O God ! forever and forever stands ; 

Sceptre of equity, the sceptre of thy realm ! 

Thou hast loved right, and hated wickedness ; 

For this, has God, thy God, anointed thee 
With oil of gladness — on thy fellows not bestowed ! 

Myrrh, and aloes, cassia — thy garments all ; 
From ivory palaces sweet strains sound out to welcome thee ; 
King's daughters to thy state belong ; 

At thy right hand, lo ! stands a queen, 
Shining in Ophir gold ! 
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Hear, daughter, and perceive, and bow thine ear ; 

Forget thy people, and thy father's house; 

That so thy beauty may delight the king ! 
For he is thy lord, and thou shouldest worship him ! 
Then the daughter of Tyre with gifts — shall sue to thee 
Even they who are richest in all the earth ! 

All glorious the royal maiden in the palace sits : 
Her raiment — textures wrought with gold. 
On gay embroidery is she conducted to the king ; 
Her virgin companions in her train are brought to thee — 
Conducted all with joyfulness and exultation ! 
They enter now the palace of — a king ! 

Where thy fathers stood, shall be thy sons, 
Whom thou may est princes make in all the earth. 
O, let me celebrate thy name in every age ! 
So peoples will give thanks to thee, 
Forever and f orevermore ! 

III. Notes on Psalm 45. 

Verse 6. The Hebrew uses great conciseness. "Joshua" 
= Jehovah's salvation, stands for: "He to whom Jehovah 
gives salvation;" " Zedekiah "= Jehovah's righteousness, 
stands for: "He by whom Jehovah deals righteousness;" 
and when Jer. 33, designates Messiah as: "Jehovah our 
righteousness," it teaches, that by Messiah Jehovah secures 
for us righteousness. In the prophets, " David " often stands 
for: " son of David." So we need not be altogether sur- 
prised, that he who has already been called the Son of God, 
by way of eminence (Ps. 2.) and bidden to take his seat on 
the throne of God (Ps. no.), should here be called — "God." 
There was no Hebrew adjective corresponding to one 
"divine," "godlike," that would have served the poet had 
he cared to express himself less strongly. The " thy God" 
of the next verse shows a limitation of the language here. 

Verse 8. The "honorable women" of our versions, signi- 
fies, such as confer honor. Literally : < ' King's daughters are 
among the precious ones (or, things) ; that is, they enter into 
23 
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the constituents of the king's rare estate. Luther renders 
here: "In deinem Schmuck gehen der Konige Tochter" (in 
thy set of jewels kings' daughters have a place). 

These princesses represent the gentile nations, now con- 
verted. They are the queens (little princesses) of Is. 49: 23, 
who there give the marrow of their life to the people of God. 

The queen who appears at the king's right hand, is Israel 
turned from her idolatry, and we have here the re-betrothal 
of Hosea 2 : 20. 

With the Jews, betrothal bound as marriage does with us. 
Its formalities would occur at the home of the bride — in her 
father's house; and the address of verses 10, 11, 12, was 
suited to such occasion. 

An interval, longer or shorter, occurred between betrothal 
and the marriage, whose essential ceremony, was the taking 
of the bride from her father's house. 

Verse 1 1 . The union of God and his people, of Christ to 
his church is elsewhere compared to the marriage relation 
(see Is. 62 : 5, and Ephes. 5 : 22). 



